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A kind of despair comes over me when I think that Barbie dolls and ray guns, sex
-and violence, represent the choices the culture offers our kids. I tremble when I think that
adolescence is almost upon my innocent child. - Is there nothing to teach her the values of
kindness, purity, temperance, and chastxty"

In the basement I found a prose adaptation of Edmund Spenser’s Faerie Queene, a
16th Century epic promoting lofty values and ideal behavior. I began reading it to her.

It wasn’t more than a couple pages before Red Cross Knight, a champion following
the road to Christian virtue, encountered a dragon and attacked it with his sword. The
dragon responded with "a reeking torrent of black vomit, full of half digested gobbets of
flesh, mingled with foul eyeless creatures.” The tone was set. j

“I’'m not sure we should read this,” I said. But my angel was enchanted. The
following night she got her pajamas on early, reassured me that she’d had no nightmares and
; curled up in my lap. "Read me the Faerie Queene," she said.

The next thing I knew, Sir Guyon, the allegorical figure of "Temperance," entered
the Bower of Bliss and came upon two golden-haired damsels frolicking naked in a fountain.
Guyon stopped dead in his tracks and gawked. One of the wanton damsels stood upright,
flaunting her lily-white breasts to his eager gaze. It seemed a strange way to turn sinful
readers off on sex.

Such X-rated scenes pop up often in the Faerie Queene. Of course, they’re always
the occasion for a lecture about the rewards of self-denial.

The Christian knight invariably overcomes temptation. . His secret is never adequately
explained. One thing is clear, though. He compensates for abstaining from sex with
unbridled violence. He lowers his visor, spurs his palfrey, couches his lance and attacks the
first person who crosses his path -- all in the name of chivalry and Platonic love, of course.

Unfortunately, my daughter is adamant that her moral edification continue. But I
can’t wait for her to return to Barbie and her ray gun the instant the Faerie Queene is done.







